
Holy Thursday homily for 2022 

At one time or another we have all seen British film dramas in which family members are gathered in a solicitor’s office 

for the reading of the will of their deceased loved one. They each have high expectations for a generous inheritance. 

The suspense mounts as the family learns what, if anything, the deceased has left behind. It makes for good 

entertainment. Upon the reading of the will some members of the family are overjoyed while others, in shock, are 

bitterly disappointed. There is a sense of entitlement by all that is either confirmed or invalidated.  

Over the years I’ve enjoyed the films based on the mysteries of Agatha Cristy.  After the reading of a will in some of her 

stories one or more of the characters is poisoned or stabbed to death. 

Modern day attorneys have told me that the reading of the will is legal fiction. It simply does not occur. It is a myth with 

no basis in reality. 

As we come to the end of life, we may feel a special need to leave something of ourselves behind. We may make a will 

distributing what we own to the people we love or to the causes we care about. 

We would like to leave behind some gift to be remembered by. 

 Anticipating His death the following day, Friday, Jesus gathered around Him His family, His chosen disciples, for a 

farewell meal. It was a most opportune time to give His disciples His last will and testament. The hour of Jesus was at 

hand. He knew that the time had come for His passage from this world to the Father. It was time for Jesus to die. It was 

thus time for His parting gift. 

During the meal Jesus gave them something new. He gave them Himself, His earthly existence, in the form of bread and 

wine.  

Let us not overlook two key words in the institution of the Eucharist: “for you” 

“Jesus said, “Take and eat, this is My Body which will be given up for you; and 

“This is the cup of My Blood, the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be 

forgiven”. 

In the Eucharist, Christ gives us the very body which He gave up for us on the cross, the very blood which He poured out 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. What took place at the Last Supper is an anticipation of the death of Jesus whose 

body was broken for us and whose blood was poured out for us. 

Christianity is first and foremost a gift. God gives Himself to us. He does not give something, but Himself. 

 In the words of Pope Benedict: “In this sacrament we enjoy the hospitality of God, who gives Himself to us in Jesus 

Christ, crucified and risen”. 

Christ on the cross of Calvary two thousand years ago and Christ on the Altar of Sacred Heart Church today is one and 

the same person. 

Our Lord has made a way of nourishing us, a gift that we can really and truly take into ourselves. 

The greatness of the Eucharist is known only to faith, not to the feelings or the senses or the natural sciences. To quote 

Saint Thomas Aquinas: The presence of Christ’s true body and blood cannot be directed by sense, nor understanding, 

but by faith alone, which rests on divine authority. 

Jesus promised to be with us till the end of the world. The most significant sign of His presence is the bread and wine 

consecrated and changed into His body and blood during the celebration of the Eucharist, which was instituted on the 

night of the Last Supper. 

God gives Himself to us, that we may give in return. 

My maternal grandparents both had lived long lives. My grandfather died in his mid eighties, my grandmother in her 

mid-nineties. On the day of my ordination to the priesthood they wanted to give me a gift to remember them by. In 

honor and memory of their son, my uncle, who died at the age of three of Leukemia, they gave me a chalice, the very 

one I have used for nearly thirty-eight years. At the base of my chalice are the words, “To our grandson John ordained 

May 19, 1984, in memory of Joseph Casey”. 

I am grateful. Their gesture will never be forgotten. 



No one ever eats without first thanking God for His gifts.  A little later the priest will intone the words. “Let us give 

thanks to the Lord our God” and the members of the congregation will reply, “It is right and just”. 

 The Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life. Daily we obey the Command of Our Lord, who said on that 

night he instituted the priesthood and the Eucharist, “Do this in remembrance of me”. 

In todays Gospel we heard Jesus ask the question, “Do you realize what I have done for you?”  This evening He might ask 

us all another question, ‘Do you realize what I have given to you?’ 

Let us bow our heads in wonder and give praise to the Lord. 

 


